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Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attach ment(s) 

1) ^| Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5 ) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date 4/7/08 . 6) □ Other: . 



PTOL-T26 d (Rev e 08-06r 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20080724 



Application/Control Number: 

10/618,610 

Art Unit: 2628 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is responsive to the amendments and response filed 
on 7/24/08. Claims 13-19 are presented for examination. 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 13 and 18 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

3. Claims 13, 17-19 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Matsuda (US 20010055039) in view of Flack et al. (US 20020084981) (or in 
the alternative, in view of Rosenberg (US 20040108992). 

Considering claim 1 , the Examiner broadly interprets Matsuda to disclose 
a virtual space presentation apparatus (fig. 1) generating and displaying an 
image of a virtual space (see figs. 10-11), according to a viewpoint position (via 
item 49c of fig. 7) and a visual axis direction (via item 49d of fig. 7) which are set 
in the virtual space (see paragraphs 104-106, 118 and 135, 140); generating and 
displaying a map image (see fig. 9) representing a region around the viewpoint 
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position, according to the viewpoint position (defined by item 49c) and the visual 
axis direction (defined by item 49d); and a viewpoint position and visual axis 
direction input unit (49, fig. 7), which is used to operate the viewpoint position 
and the visual axis direction (see paragraphs 99, 118 and 135). 
Matsuda fails to teach an input device which is fixed in a position on said map 
image displaying unit, which is disclosed by Flack (see paragraph 8). See also 
paragraphs 126 and 213 of Rosenberg. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the virtual space of Matsuda to 
include an input device which is fixed in a position on said map image displaying 
unit, in the same conventional manner as taught by Flack (or Rosenberg); in 
order to provide a cursor interface that provides advanced scrolling while 
maintaining simple controls, thus, providing the user with an intuitive sense of 
what part of the image is being viewed without reducing the display space. 

Claim 18 contains features that are analogous to the limitations recited in 
claim 13. As the limitations of claim 1 have been found obvious over Matsuda 
and Flack; it is readily apparent that the applied prior art performs the underlying 
element. As such, the limitations of claim 18, are therefore, rejected under the 
same rationale set forth above for claim 13. 

Regarding claim 17, Rosengberg discloses viewing position and visual 
axis direction input includes one of a trackball, joystick and a track pad (see 
paragraph 1 75 and claim 1 3 for reasons of obviousness). 
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Claim 19 is a computer-readable medium claim that performs the method 
of claim 18; it is, therefore, similarly rejected. 

4. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Matsuda and Flack in view of Yamamoto (US 6377277). 

Regarding claim 15, Matsuda and Flack fail to disclose the generation of a 
[map] as a bird's eye view, which is disclosed by Yamamoto (see fig. 4). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Matsuda and Flack to include an 
image of a bird's eye view, so the angle formed by the vector extending from 
the visual point to the subject and the vector extending from the obstacle to the 
subject is greater than the reference angle, thus no overlapping state exists on 
the image. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 14 and 16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims, because the prior 
art of record fail to teach that the map image generation unit generates an image 
of a plan-view map that looks down the region around the viewpoint position from 
a position immediately above the viewpoint (as recited in claim 14), wherein said 
viewpoint position and visual axis direction input unit is fixed in a position on a 
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display screen of said map image displaying unit, the position of said viewpoint 
position and visual axis direction input unit on the display screen is a viewpoint 
position of a map image displayed on the display screen, and said map image 
displaying unit controls the viewpoint position and the visual axis direction, by 
scrolling a map image displayed on the display screen according to operation to 
said viewpoint position and visual axis direction input unit (as recited in claim 16). 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Sajous Wesner whose telephone number is 
571-272-7791. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:15-6:45. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Michael Razavi can be reached on 571-272-7664. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Sajous Wesner/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2628 
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